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Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society
Glnther Oettinger

European Commission

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200

1049 Brussels

BELGIUM

Datum

11.07.2016

Germany and Europe need gigabit infrastructures up to the end-users in order to
move towards a Gigabit Society
New strategy for sustainable broadband investments

Dear Commissioner,

Providing the right tools to keep Germany and Europe competitive and to enable them to take the
leading role on their way towards a Gigabit Society is your and the whole Commission’s main task.

We would like to explicitly thank you for your effort. However, we still see urgent need for action.

The long-term need for gigabit networks has to be the general guidance for national policy and
regulation as well as for the work of the Commission. Applications requiring a comprehensive cov-
erage such as connected cars and agriculture 4.0 but also education and health care demand a
fast deployment of fixed and mobile networks. Especially 5G requires a far-reaching coverage of

fibre infrastructures. In fact, this will be decisive for the competitiveness of Germany and Europe.

Over-emphasising the timeline up to 2018 and only 50 Mbps would lead to additional costs and
crucial delays in the roll-out of gigabit networks. Short-term goals should not be questioned, but

they have to be compatible with longer-term goals and included into an overall strategy.

Investors, businesses and our whole society need a forward-looking and transparent strategy that
ensures equal living and working conditions in urban and rural areas, bridging the digital divide and
securing jobs in those areas. Political goals that reach only up to 2018 are definitely not forward-
looking enough for today’s economy and society. With the upcoming negotiations on the telecoms

review, the current EU perspective of 2020 will be extended far beyond this decade.
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The Digital Strategy 2025 (“Digitale Strategie 2025”) of the German Federal Minister of Economic
Affairs and Energy, which has been much welcomed by businesses, does not only include a clear
analysis of the needs up to 2025; it also provides the basis for intermediate goals that promote in-
stead of prevent the roll-out of gigabit networks, which are crucial for digitalization until 2025. How-
ever, this Digital Strategy 2025 was not sufficiently accounted for in the results of the government

coalition in Meseberg.

Statements referring to goals and concrete steps beyond 2018 continue to be vague. However,
without a clear perspective it is almost impossible to take decisions on crucial measures such as
the distribution of funds, which would support sustainable fibre goals or intermediate steps oriented
at achieving them. National deployment strategies, state aid funding and regulation have to be de-

signed in such a way that the swift roll-out of gigabit networks is not hindered.

The signatories of this letter support all measures of the Commission that help to achieve a true
Digital Single Market. The decision you are about to take will be pivotal for European competitive-
ness. The single market also has to be defined through quality and a clear time horizon, so we can
face the upcoming challenges together and use digitalization to strengthen our economic perfor-

mance in Europe.

In order to promote the urgently needed swift and comprehensive deployment of gigabit networks,

we, the undersigning associations count on your support.

Best regards

Nina Sehnke /§ebastian Schaller
Bundesvorsitzende BDL e. V. Bundesvorsitzender BDL e. V.
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Christoph Wenk-Fischer erhard Handke

Hauptgeschéftsfilhrer BEVH e. V. Hauptgeschéftsfihrer BGA e. V.
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arten/Bosselmann Oliver Grin
Geschaftsfuhrer BIEK e. V. Prasident Bndesverband IT-Mittelstand e.V.
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Norbert Westfal Wolfgang Heer \,- ?
Prasident BREKO e. V. Geschaftsfiihrer BUGLAS e. V.
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Dr. Walther Otremba Walter Benedikt
Vorsitzender Bundesverband Briefdienste e. V.  Vizeprasident CCV Deutschland e. V.

/.

Patrick Tapp
Prasident DDV e. V.

r.-Ludwig Veltmann r. Kay Ruge

Hauptgeschaftsfihrer Beigeordneter Deutscher Landkreistag
DER MITTELSTANDSVERBUND - ZGV e. V.
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Helmut Dedy irk Lehnhoff
Standiger Stellvertreter des orstand DGRV e. V.
Hauptgeschéftsfilhrers Deutscher Stadtetag
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Alexander Sander
Managing Director Digitale Gesellschaft e. V. Vorstand DVPT e. V.
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Renatus Zilles Erzsébet Fitori
Vorstandsvorsitzender des DVTM e. V. Director ECTA e. V.
Heinz-Peter Labonte Ronan Kelly

Vorstand FRK e. V. President FTTH Council Europe
ool oz ] &

Axel Gedaschko Stephan Tfomp

Prasident Gdw e. V. stellv. Hauptgeschéftsfihrer

Handelsverband Deutschland — HDE e. V.
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Tim O. Spielghann
Vizeprasident Telecom e. V.

r. Holger Muhlbauer Hans A. Becker
Geschaftsfuhrer TeleTrusT — Bundesverband 1. Vorsitzender VAF e. V.
IT-Sicherheit e. V.
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Martin Witt Thomas Abel
Prasident VATM e. V. Geschaftsfihrer Wasser/Abwasser
und Telekommunikation VKU e. V.

olfgang Storck
Geschaftsfuhrer VOICE — Bundesverband
der IT-Anwender e. V.
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UNTERNEHMEN e.V. IT-Anwender e.V.

Bund der Deutschen Landjugend e. V. (BDL)
Claire-Waldoff-StraRe 7, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 319 04 253, Fax: +49 30 319 04 206
E-Mail: info@landjugend.de

BEVH Bundesverband E-Commerce und Versandhandel Deutschland e. V.
FriedrichstraRe 60, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 20 61 385-0, Fax: +49 30 20 61 385-20
E-Mail: info@bevh.org

BGA Bundesverband GrofRhandel, Au3enhandel, Dienstleistungen e. V.
Am Weidendamm 1 A, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 59 00 99 5-0, Fax: +49 3059 00 99 5 19
E-Mail: info@bga.de

BIEK — Bundesverband Paket & Expresslogistik e. V.
DorotheenstralRe 33, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 20 61 78-6, Fax: +49 30 20 61 78-88
E-Mail: info@biek.de

Bundesverband IT-Mittelstand e. V. (BITMi)
Pascalstral3e 6, 52076 Aachen, Tel.: +49 241 18 90 558, Fax: +49 241 18 90 555
E-Mail: kontakt@bitmi.de

BREKO Bundesverband Breitbandkommunikation e. V.
InvalidenstrafRe 91, 10115 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 58 580-410, Fax: +49 30 58 580-412
E-Mail: breko@brekoverband.de
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BUGLAS Bundesverband Glasfaseranschluss e. V.
BahnhofstraRe 11, 51143 Kdln, Tel.: +49 22 03 20 210-10, Fax: +49 22 03 20 210-88
E-Mail: info@buglas.de

Bundesverband Briefdienste e. V.
CharlottenstrafRe 44, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 30 32 99 96, Fax: +49 30 30 32 99 98
E-Mail: info@briefdienste-online.de

Call Center Verband Deutschland e. V.
ZimmerstralRe 67, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 20 61 32 80, Fax: +49 30 20 61 32 828
E-Mail: info@callcenter-verband.de

DAl Verband Deutscher Architekten- und Ingenieurvereine e. V.
c/o KEC, Salzufer 8, 10587 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 214 731 74, Fax: +49 30 214 731 82
E-Mail: kontakt@dai.org

DDV Deutscher Dialogmarketing Verband e. V.
Hauptstadtbiro DDV, FriedrichstralRe 90, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: + 49 30 20253-133 Fax: +49 30 20253-333
E-Mail: d.henze@ddv.de

DER MITTELSTANDSVERBUND - ZGV e. V.
Am Weidendamm 1A, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 59 00 99-618, Fax: +49 30 59 00 99-617
E-Mail: info@mittelstandsverbund.de

Deutscher Landkreistag
Ulrich-von-Hassell-Haus, LennéstraRe 11, 10785 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 590097-309, Fax: +49 30 5900 97-400
E-Mail: Info@Landkreistag.de

Deutscher Stadtetag
Hausvogteiplatz 1, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 37 711-0, Fax: +49 30 37 711-999
E-Mail: post@staedtetag.de

DGRYV - Deutscher Genossenschafts- und Raiffeisenverband e. V.
Pariser Platz 3, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 72 62 20-921, Fax: +49 30 72 62 20-9 89
E-Mail: info@dgrv.de

Digitale Gesellschaft e. V.
Singerstrale 109, 10179 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 978 94 23-0
E-Mail: info@digitalegesellschaft.de

DVPT Deutscher Verband fiir Post, Informationstechnologie und Telekommunikation e. V.
Aliceplatz 10, 63065 Offenbach, Tel.: +49 69 82 97 22-0, Fax: +49 69 82 97 22-26
E-Mail: kontakt@dvpt.de

DVTM e. V. Deutscher Verband fiir Telekommunikation und Medien
BirkenstraRe 65, 40233 Dusseldorf, Tel.: +49 211 311 209 0, Fax: +49 211 311 209 30
Email: info@dvtm.net

ECTA - European Competitive Telecommunications Association
Rue de Tréves 49-51, 1040 Brussels, Belgien, Tel.: +32 2 290 01 04, Fax: +32 2 290 01 05
E-Mail: info@ectaportal.com

FRK Fachverband fir Rundfunk- und BreitbandKommunikation e. V.
Bergmannstral3e 26, 01979 Lauchhammer, Tel.: +49 3574 460 693, Fax: +49 3574 460 694
E-Mail: berger@kabelverband-frk.de
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FTTH Council Europe
Rue des Colonies 11, 1000 Brussels, Belgium, Tel: +32 2 517 6103, Fax +43 2855 71142
E-Mail: info@ftthcouncil.eu

GdW Bundesverband deutscher Wohnungs- und Immobilienunternehmen e. V.
Mecklenburgische Strafl3e 57, 14197 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 82 403-0, Fax: +49 30 82 403-199
E-Mail: mail@gdw.de

HDE Handelsverband Deutschland e. V.
Am Weidendamm 1A, 10117 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 72 62 50-0, Fax: +49 30 72 62 50-99
E-Mail: hde@einzelhandel.de

INTUG International Telecommunications Users Group
Schrieksebaan 3, 3140 Keerbergen, Belgium, Tel.: +32 37 78 17 83
E-Mail: post@intug.org

TELECOM e. V.
NiddastraRe 49, 61440 Oberursel, Tel.: +49 6171 279 8807, Fax: +49 6171 279 8675
E-Mail: info@telecom-ev.de

TeleTrusT — Bundesverband IT-Sicherheit e. V.
Chausseestralle 17, 10115 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 400 54 310, Fax: +49 30 400 54 311
E-Mail: info@teletrust.de

VAF Bundesverband Telekommunikation e. V.
Otto-Hahn-StralRe 16, 40721 Hilden, Tel.: +49 2103 700-250, Fax: +49 2103 700-106
E-Mail; info@vaf-ev.de

VATM Verband der Anbieter von Telekommunikations- und Mehrwertdiensten e. V.
Neustadtische Kirchstral3e 8, 10117 Berlin, Tel: +49 30 50 56 15 38, Fax: +49 30 50 56 15 39
E-Mail: vatm@vatm.de

VKU Verband kommunaler Unternehmen e. V.
InvalidenstraRe 91, 10115 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 58 580-0, Fax: +49 30 58 580-100
E-Mail: info@vku.de

VOICE - Bundesverband der IT-Anwender e. V.
Kurfirstendamm 217, 10719 Berlin, Tel.: +49 30 2084 964 70, Fax: +49 30 2084 964 79
E-Mail: voice-info@voice-ev.org
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